Eddies         'In the eighteenth century there was a member of the
single        House which you, Sir, adorn, who became celebrated under
speech       the name of Single-speech Hamilton, because during a
membership of twenty years or so, he spoke only once. I
wish I could think that after this evening I should be known
as Single-speech Marsh. But I haven't much hope of this,
because Hamilton's speech, in addition to being single, was
an exceedingly good one.
'His delivery, I am sure, was more impressive than mine. I wonder. Sir, if you remember a morning at the Colonial Office over thirty years ago, when I came into your room and said in a hoarse croaking whisper: "I'm afraid I shan't ' be much use to-day, because I've lost my voice;" and you replied: "What? is that resonant organ extinct?"
'So much for my delivery. As to my matter—what am I to say? To talk about myself would be egotistical: to talk about anything else would be irrelevant But there is one thing about which I can speak without being either egotistical or irrelevant—just simply, deeply, humbly grateful -—and that is, what I see before me here, It is a sight to make my good angel weep tears of joy; and indeed I hope that he will do this, vicariously, so as to save me from the danger of doing anything so un-English myself.
'Last Saturday, The Daily Minor printed as what it calls a Thought for To-day, one of Landor's marble sentences: "A great man is he who can call together the most select company when it pleases him." I notice only to disclaim the agreeable inference which might be drawn from this aphorism. Nor will I let myself be too puffed up by the speeches which have been made. Dr Johnson said that a man is not on oath in an epitaph, and I suppose the same thing applies to the man who praises a fellow-creature on such an evening as this. But those who have spoken to-night did seem to think that in my small way I have done the Arts some service. It would be churlish to contradict them; and I will only say that if it be true I am a proud and a happy man.
I will not, as some practised speakers might, try any fur-244

